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quence whatever. Indeed, such is my opinion of the Presi-
dent, and such my belief as to his opinion concerning Mr.
Corbin, that nothing which Mr. Corbin did say, or could have
said, did have or could have had the least influence upon the
President's opinion or conduct. It is, however, also true that
Fisk and Gould employed Corbin and gave him consideration
in their undertakings out of which he realized some money.
I received information also, which may not have been true,
that they suggested to him that he might become president of
the Tenth National Bank, which had a very conspicuous part
in the events which culminated in Black Friday.

An attempt to strengthen the impression that it was the
purpose of the President to prevent the sale of gold was made
through an article prepared by Mr. Corbin, probably under the
direction of Mr. Gould and others, which appeared finally,
with some alterations and omissions, in the New York Times
of the 25th of August. It appears to have been the purpose
of the parties interested to mislead the Times as to the
authorship of the article, and they secured the agency of Mr.
James McHenry, a prominent English capitalist, who called at
the Times office, and presented the article to Mr. Bigelow,
the editor, as the opinion of a person in the intimate confi-
dence of the President. The article was put in type and
double leaded. When so prepared, suspicions were aroused,
and the financial editor, Mr. Norvell, made very important
corrections, taking care to omit sentences and paragraphs that
contained explicit statements as to the purposes of the Presi-
dent. Some of the phrases omitted were in these words: " It
may be that further purchases of bonds will be made directly
with gold/' "As gold accumulates, the less would be the
premium upon it. High prices for gold before the sale of our
products would cause lower prices of gold after the sale of
products."